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Superintendent's Message
a means to describe a monotonous, unpleasant, and 
repetitive situation. In this movie, Phil Conners displays an 
array of comedic and crazy approaches to each day. Phil 
is forced to learn over and over that the way in which he 
responds changes the relationship he has with others. In 
the end, it is he who is changed for the better. 

Of course, the seriousness of the pandemic is nothing like 
this movie, but I believe we have changed for the better. 
We aim to resume normalcy as we slowly return students 
back to in-person learning through the efforts of consistent 
mask wearing, social distancing, and vaccine distribution. 
Thank you for keeping yourself and those around you 
healthy and safe. It’s these collective efforts of respect 
and kindness that can gradually change the world, one 
Groundhog Day at a time. 

Dr. John Polm, Superintendent 

Puyallup School District, P.O. Box 370, 302 Second Street S.E., Puyallup, WA 98371

 

Spring Break (no school) 

Memorial Day (no school)

Graduation: Walker & PDL

Graduation: Rogers,  
Emerald Ridge, Puyallup

Last Day of School

Upcoming Dates

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or 
service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator, 504/ADA Coordinator 
and Title IX Coordinator Students: Char Krause, krauseca@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 435-6295; Title IX Coordinator Staff: Amie 
Brandmire, brandmah@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 841-8666.

For more information: 
Puyallup School District Communications 
(253) 841-8703
communications@puyallup.k12.wa.us
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us  
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Reopening Schools
Returning students to safe in-person 
instruction while abiding by health and safety 
requirements is top priority in the Puyallup 
School District. Based on what we have 
learned about disease transmission in schools 
and the negative impacts of the closure on 
the social and emotional wellness of students, 
schools are chartered with reopening.

Jan. 12:  Grades K-1
Jan. 26:  Grades 2-3
Feb. 9:  Grades 4-6
Feb. 16:  Grades 7-9
March 2:  Grades 10-12

 
Puyallup School District 
Board of Directors

Kathy Yang, President
Joseph Romero, Vice President
Michael Keaton, Legislative Rep. 
Turan Kayaoglu, Legislative Rep.
Maddie Names, WIAA Rep.

We are mid-way through one of the most 
challenging school years in history. Across the globe, 
students have suffered a loss of traditional school and life 
experiences. Educators have been forced to embrace a 
new way of teaching. And families have shouldered the 
tremendous responsibility for student learning in the home.  
I’d like to express my sincere gratitude for the heavy lift 
parents, students, and educators have undertaken during 
these unprecedented times. 

However challenging, I would like to think that our 
experiences this year bring opportunities for change and 
improvement. Remote learning has offered us all a chance 
to rethink school in the digital age and how we engage in 
the educational process. For this I am thankful.

During this time, I am reminded of the 1993 time-loop 
movie Groundhog Day with Bill Murray. Some of us recall 
the main character, the cynical Phil Conners, waking 
up each day to a repeat of the previous day. The term 
"Groundhog Day" became part of the English lexicon as 

Connections 

On the cover:  
Zeiger Elementary students were all 
smiles as they return to in-person 
learning. As of print, grades K-6 have 
returned to the classroom.
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Returning Students to the Classroom 
Our demonstrated success of health and 
safety protocols in schools like mask wearing, social 
distancing, and vaccine distribution, allow us to 
move forward with a gradual return of students in  
a hybrid schedule.

What is a ‘hybrid schedule?’
Hybrid schedules reduce the number of students 
in classrooms and are necessary to meet health 
guidelines for social distancing. For example, the 
elementary Hybrid A/B schedule returns students 
to in-person learning two days a week. Group A 
students attend Tuesday and Thursday, and  
Group B students attend Wednesday and Friday. 
Monday is a day for teacher collaboration and 
professional learning. With this model, students  
have three distance learning days and two  
on-campus instruction days.

Comparatively, the hybrid schedule for junior and 
high school students is slightly different. Due to the 
number of secondary students returning to in-person 
instruction, we are actively planning for a schedule 
that accommodates four groups, otherwise known as 
cohorts, of students (A, B, C, D) onsite on a bi-weekly 
basis. In this model, all students would be provided 
with two half-days of onsite instruction once every 
two weeks. 

We realize this four-cohort model is not ideal. It’s 
important to remember that this model is temporary 
until transmission rates decline. Until then, our focus 
is on returning students and this is our first step 
in that direction. Our plans will continue to evolve 

with a focus on increasing in-person experiences, 
interacting with peers, and practicing social 
distancing protocols.

Athletics News
Upon moving into Phase 2 of the Healthy 
Washington Roadmap to Recovery Plan, fall season 
sports for Puyallup School District high schools 
began. Recent guidelines from the Washington 
State Department of Health (DOH) have allowed the 
Washington Interscholastic Activities Association 
(WIAA) and local leagues to make decisions about 
start dates. 

Puyallup and Rogers High School swimming pools 
are now open for public lap swim only. Reservations 
are required and can be booked online. Health 
and safety protocols have been implemented to 
follow Department of Health and state aquatic 
center guidelines. Masks are required when walking 
around the facility and the number of swimmers 
per lane will be limited. Physical distancing and 
one-way traffic flow will be enforced.

Behind the masks, Kindergartners from Woodland and Hunt elementary schools were all smiles when they 
returned to the classroom on Jan. 12.

Colleen Lindgren from Communities In Schools of 
Puyallup hands out face masks to families during the 
Monday Meal Pickup Program.

 

Protecting the Health of Staff and Students
Now more than ever, protecting the health and 
keeping staff and students safe is at the forefront of 
all we do. We’ve adapted schools, classrooms, large 
spaces, and buses. Our Return-to-School Playbook 
available on the District website outlines health and 
safety measures in addition to COVID-19 response 
and protocol. Additional disease mitigation factors 
include: 

Enhanced PPE: Although the overall health risk 
for the typical K-12 in-person instructional setting 
is classified as ‘low risk’ by the state, a variety of 
PPE is available to staff. The District is staged to 
accommodate staff who require specific/enhanced 
PPE. 

Daily Health Screen: Submitting an electronic daily 
health screen form is required of every student each 
day before boarding the bus or being dropped off at 
school. 

In-classroom Temperature Checks: Upon entering 
the classroom, student temperatures are checked. 
Schools and families have a shared responsibility in 
monitoring current health conditions of students.

Rapid Testing for Staff and High School Athletes: 
Free, voluntary COVID-19 rapid testing is available 
for asymptomatic employees and high school 
athletes. Employees and high school athletes can 

use this as an additional countermeasure for disease 
transmission. 

Wellness: The District continues to connect health 
and wellness resources with staff and students. 

Families have a choice as to how and when their child 
returns to school. It’s our goal that this information 
helps families determine their personal comfort level 
as we reopen schools. 

Link to this news and more 
by scanning the QR code to 
the left or visit us online at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us  

Discover More! 

Capital Projects: Fall Openings
Ballou and Stahl JH expansion projects and 
construction of the new Kessler Center are on 
time and on budget and will open fall 2021. 
Ferrucci JH expansion begins in spring 2021.

Ridgecrest Blue Ribbon School
Congratulations Ridgecrest Elementary! 
This award affirms the exemplary work 
of students, educators, families, and 
communities. 

Mindset Matters Series
This video series provides the tools to cope 
with emotions and condition the mind to 
manage stress. Available on our website, the 
series is free to everyone.

Information changes quickly. Scan 
the QR code to the right for the 
latest updates on reopening schools.

A new look  
for Connections!
We hope you find our 

new, cost-saving design 
appealing and easy  

to read.

Connections 


